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STUDY GUIDE FOR

The True Story of
The Tortoise

and the Hare

Adapted by Kevin M Reese

TO THE PARENT/TEACHER

This guide has been provided to help children benefit the most from experiencing a live theatrical
event. The activities described herein are only suggestions. Please feel free to pick and choose the things that
will most benefit your children in the time you have available. It is our hope that the performance is not only
entertaining, but is a valuable educational experience as well.

You will find that some of the activities contained in this guide are geared for younger, some for older
children-- but there is something for everyone. Please feel free to reproduce and distribute any of the enclosed
pages and activities for your personal use.
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Theatre Etiquette

Attending a theatrical performance is a social event. Just as the way you act
(and behave) in church or temple is different than the way you act on the
playground, there is certain behavior that is appropriate in a live theatre.
Discuss with your children the types of behavior that is appropriate when
they are members of an audience.

Explain that they need to act differently when they're watching a live play
than if they're watching a movie in a theatre Live actors can hear the
audience's laughter and applause as well as their talking to their neighbor or
rustling papers. And their responses-- appropriate or not-- really do affect
the actors' performance. The end line 1s: How would they want to be
treated if THEY were up on the stage.

Write to the actors. After you see the show, have your students write a letter
to their favorite character or draw a picture of their favorite character or
scene and send it to the theatre. The actors would LOVE to hear from your
students. The actors may even have time to send a reply of some sort to
your class (because of the volume of mail they receive, individual replies

are probably not possible).

Audience Participation. Normally, audience members should never talk
during the play--and especially not talk directly to the actors (it distracts
other audience member and may even make the actors forget their lines).
But the plays by KMR Scripts are unique in that we offer the audience
special opportunities to participate in the production. They will probably
not be asked to come on stage, but there are various times throughout the
production where the actors will ask them questions or ask them to use their
imaginations and pretend they are animals, trees, or people. At those times
we encourage the audience to participate and/or answer them
wholeheartedly (but not in an overly loud yell). Over the years, this has
become one of the hallmarks of KMR Scripts' productions.



Activities & Discussion

The Tortoise and the Hare

STORY CIRCLE. Have the children make up their own version of THE TORTOISE AND THE HARE.
Have them sit in a circle. Pick one child to begin the story and go clock-wise around the circle, allowing
everyone a chance to add to the story. You may have to limit each child's contribution to one story event
(some children are avid storytellers!).

FAST or SLOW. The story of the play give the impression that it is always better to be slow than fast— but
we know there are always exceptions to the rule. On the board, have the students list activities where being
the fastest has the advantage. Next, list activities where being slow, steady, and/or careful has the advantage.

REVIEW. Have the students write a review of the play. What were their favorite parts? Their least
favorite? Did anything happen that they didn't understand or seemed confusing? Did they like the music
or did it "get in the way of the story?" What did they think of the costumes and scenery? Help them
understand that their opinions are most certainly valid and will most likely differ from that of others (and
that is OK). Being able to objectively discuss their opinions and others' is a skill that will benefit them the
rest of their lives.

BEATING YOURSELF. The Hare was young, strong and fast—there’s no way the old Tortoise could have
won just based on speed. The Hare actually beat herself! Many times in life, we find that when we examine
why we failed at something, it was because of something WE did— not outside influences. For instance: if
we didn’t do well on a test—it’s usually because we didn’t study well enough. Can the students think of any
other circumstances where someone might “lose” at something because they beat themselves?

GOOD DEED CHART. The Tortoise’s motto is “Everyday: do a kind deed and say a kind word.”
Explain that doing something nice for somebody else is called a "good deed." Have them begin keeping
track of any good deeds or kind words they perform as individuals, teams or class. Hopefully, they'll begin
to perform good deeds daily.

RELAY RACE. This exercise is a good example of “sure and steady wins the race.” In a open space,
divide the class into teams and have half of each team at one end of the space and the other half at the
opposite end. The first player of each team will travel to his/her teammates at the opposite end of the space,
touch the hand of the first in line and go to the end of the line while the player that was touched travels to
the opposite end of the space. The race continues until the last person on each team has gone. Each lap of
the race involves a different activity: Rolling ball with their nose, carrying marble in a spoon, crab walk,
carry an orange under your chin, etc.

Tortoise vs Turtle. Did you know that Turtles and Tortoises are cousins, but have major differences? The
Turtle spends most of his time in the water while the Tortoise only goes to the water to drink or bathe. The
Turtle has webbed feet, the Tortoise has stubby feet that resemble those of an elephant.

Rabbit vs Hare. Rabbits and Hares also have major differences. Rabbits are generally smaller while Hares
have longer ears and legs. At birth, Rabbits are hairless and have their eyes closed while the Hares are born
with their eyes open and they are fully furred. Can you tell which one has to fend for themselves the soonest
after birth and which one’s mom stays around to help them learn to gather food and defend themselves?

© 2005, Kevin M Reese. All Rights Reserved.



Coloring Page



