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TO THE TEACHER

The following study guide has been provided to help your class benefit the most from experiencing a live theatrical
event.  The activities described herein are only suggestions.  Please feel free to pick and choose the things that will most
benefit your students in the time you have available.  It is our hope that the performance your students attend is not only 
entertaining, but is a valuable educational experience as well.

You will find that some of the activities contained in this guide are geared for younger, some for older students-- but
there is something for everyone.   Please feel free to reproduce and distribute any of the enclosed pages and activities for use
by your students.
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Theatre Etiquette

1> Attending a theatrical performance is a social event.  Just as the way you act (and behave)
in church is different than the way you act on the playground, there is certain behavior that
is appropriate in a live theatre.  Discuss with your students the types of behavior that is
appropriate when they are members of an audience.

2> Explain that they need to act differently when they're watching a live play than if they're
watching a movie in a theatre  Live actors can hear their laughter and applause as well as
their talking to their neighbor or rustling papers.  And their responses-- appropriate or not--
really do affect the actors' performance.  The bottom line is:  How would they want to be
treated if THEY were up on the stage.

Arts and Crafts

1.  Make a map of Kansas.  Have the students draw a map that includes: State Capital, lakes and
rivers, state boarders, your hometown.  Perhaps they could include: Various large towns, National
Parks, roads and highways, etc.

2.   Draw a new state flag of Kansas.  You might have it include a new state slogan or motto as well
as new graphics that might include the state animal, the state amphibian, the state bird, etc.

3. Have the students send letters, cards, or drawings to their favorite character in the play.  The actors
always enjoy such letters and will send a reply if a return address is given.  Because of the volume
of letters, responses are made to classes--not to individual students--so please make sure the
teacher’s name is part of the return address.  Send the letters/cards/drawings to:  

(Insert your address here)



English 

1.  Vocabulary.  Here are some of the words and phrases the students will encounter during the show:

Abolition
Ad Astra Per Aspera
Amazon Army
Arapaho
Battle of Mine Creek
Beecher Bibles
Bleeding Kansas
Bloody Benders
Boot Hill Museum
Brown v Topeka
BOE
Buffalo Soldiers
Bushwhackers
Cheyenne
Child Labor Laws
Chisholm Trail
Civil Disobedience
Comanche
Cowtowns
Dalton Gang
Eisenhower Center
Exodusters
First African
American Regiment
Fort Cavagnal

Free State
GI Bill of Rights
Grasshopper Invasion
Harvey House
Home on the Range
Homestead Act
Indian Removal Act
Immigrants
Isolationists
Jayhawker
Kansa Indians
Kansas Good Roads
Association
Kansas Museum of
History
Kansas Nebraska Act
Kiowa Indians
Kiowa Apache
Land Grants
Legislative War
Louisiana Purchase
Manifest Destiny
Marais des Cygnes
Massacre
Medicine Lodge 

Peace Treaties
Missouri 
Compromise
New England
Emigrant Aid Co
Nicodemus
Oregon Trail
Orphan Trains
Osage Indians
Pawnee Indians
Permian Sea
Plains Apache Indians
Pony Express
Popular Sovereignty
Populism
Pottawatomie
Massacre
Prairie Print Makers
Preemption Act
Progressive
Movement
Prohibition
Quantrill’s Raid on
Lawrence
Quivira
Railroad

Reservations
Rural Depopulation
Salt
Sand Creek Massacre
Sante Fe Trail
Segregation
Slavery
Smallpox Epidemic
Socialism
Sternberg Museum
Sunflower
Temperance
Terracing
Topeka
Transcontinental
Railroad
Travel Air
Manufacturing Co
Wheat
Wakarusa War
Western Meadowlark
Wichita
Womans Suffrage 
Wyandotte
Constitution
Xiphactinus

After the show, ask students if they noticed the words and how they were used.  Discussion will
provide review.

2.  No doubt you have seen many different textbooks dealing with Kansas history.  Discuss why there
are many different versions of the same story. Some authors may choose to concentrate on the people
of Kansas history while others may focus on events.  Still others may write through the prism of a
particular political agenda.   Compare and contrast.

3.  Dramatization.  Why were some events dramatized (acted out in a scene) while other important
events were merely mentioned--or not even mentioned at all?  Do some events naturally lend
themselves to drama more than others?  Could the number of characters, location, or other
limitations of the stage contributed to the writer’s choices?

4.  Write a Scene. What person or event do you feel should have been mentioned or given more
significance in the show?  Write a short scene depicting the person or event and act it out during
class.

5.  Humor.  Most people don’t associate history with humor.  Think back to some of the more
humorous scenes in the show such as Coronado and The Turk, Suzanna Salter (1st female mayor),
or the section about Dr. Samuel Crumbine– what makes the scene humorous?  Is the humor from the
historical situation itself – or were changes made for the re-enactment?  Did the writer make any
changes to the historical event to make it funny (that’s called “artistic license”)?



Social Studies 

Famous Names in the Show
Alf Landon
Amelia Earhart
Barry Sanders
Bat Masterson
Bob Dole
Buffallo Bill
Buster Keaton
Carry A Nation
Charlie Bird Parker
Charles Koch
Charles Curtis
Charles Robinson
Clarina Nichols
Claude Charles Du             
  Tisne
Clyde Cessna
Clyde Tombaugh
David Rice Atchison

Doc Holliday
Dr.Samuel Crombine
Dwight D Eisenhower
Ed Asner
Emmett Kelly
Etienne Veniard de      
Bourgmont
Francisco Vasques de        
   Coronado
Frank & Dan Carney
Fred C.Koch
George Washington           
   Carver
Georgia Neese Clark         
   Gray
Glenn Cunningham

Gordon Parks
James Lane
James Naismith
Jim Ryan
John Brown
John Steuart Curry
JS Dillon
Kathleen Sebelius
Katie Riggs
Kirstie Alley
Laura Ingalls Wilder
LeGrand Copley
Lewis and Clark
Lloyd Stearman
Lynette Woodard
Martin and Osa                 
Johnson

Nancy Landon           
Kassebaum
Satanta
Stephen H Long
Suzanna Salter
Walter Anderson
Walter Beech
Walter “Big Train”           
Johnson
Wild Bill Hickok
William Allen White
William Coleman
William Inge
William Peffer
William Quantrill
Wilt Chamberlain
Wyatt Earp
Zebulon Pike 

Kansas Towns Mentioned in the Show

Abilene
Argonia
Atchison
Caldwell
Chanute
Cherryvale
Coffeyville
Dodge City
Elkhart

Emporia
Ft. Scott
Girard
Hays
Holcomb
Humbolt
Hutchinson
Independence
Kansas City

Lawrence 
Leavenworth
Lecompton
Linsborg
Medicine Lodge
Nicodemus
Paola
Pittsburg
Pleasanton

Russell
Sedan
Smith County
Topeka
Troy
Wakarusa
Wamego
Weir City
Wyandotte

Science & Agriculture Mentioned in the Show

Agriculture
Aircraft
Archeology
Aviation
Bison

Cattle Drives
Contour Farming
Cottonwood Tree
Crop Rotation
Dust Bowl

Farming
Flu Epidemic
Fly swatter
Honey Bee
Horses

Ornate Box Turtle


