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TO THE PARENT/TEACHER

This guide has been provided to help children benefit the most from experiencing a live theatrical

event.  The activities described herein are only suggestions.  Please feel free to pick and choose the things that

will most benefit your children in the time you have available.  It is our hope that the performance is not only 

entertaining, but is a valuable educational experience as well.

You will find that some of the activities contained in this guide are geared for younger, some for older

children-- but there is something for everyone.   Please feel free to reproduce and distribute any of the enclosed

pages and activities for your personal use.

© 1999, Kevin Reese.  All Rights Reserved



A Note for the Producing Organization

How to use this Study/Activity Guide

In this age of political correctness and dwindling budgets, we have found that the more diverse a
theatrical experience can be, the better.  The Study/Activity Guide includes a collection of whole
curriculum activities.  If the administrators feel that the play not only meets the entertainment needs
of the students, but also meets educational needs as well--you will find it easier to sell your houses.

1. Use parts of it, all of it, or none of it.  Feel free to personalize this guide.  However, DO NOT
INFRINGE ON THE COPYRIGHT.  In other words, don't change the authorship of anything
provided you by KMR Scripts.

2. Feel free to add other activities, coloring pages, or lessons to this guide.  This guide was
produced to be handed out to all our producing organizations in a six-state region--small
communities as well as major metropolitan areas.  You may find that some of the activities
are more or less appropriate than others.  Feel free to modify them for the benefit of your
class/community's needs.

3. Ideally, if going to a school, the guides should be distributed to the teachers of each class AT
LEAST a week prior to their seeing the production.  This will give the teachers time to
prepare the students for the performance.  They can read various versions of the story, go
over the vocabulary words they'll come across during the performance, and go over the
audience participation guidelines.  The more prepared the students are when they sit down
to view the show, the better their overall experience will be.

4. If you place a notice of the web site below somewhere in your program, your audiences will
find a section that has some fun things that pertain to the show they have just seen.  An
especially nice part of the web site is marked for kids.  It's a lot of fun and it gives your
young audiences another safe place to surf on the net.  The KMR Scripts web site can be
found at:

www.kmrscripts.com

There you will find a plethora of information pertaining to your production.  You will also
find a link that enables your audience to send the playwright email via the Internet.



Theatre Etiquette

1> Attending a theatrical performance is a social event.  Just as the way you act
(and behave) in church or temple is different than the way you act on the
playground, there is certain behavior that is appropriate in a live theatre. 
Discuss with your children the types of behavior that is appropriate when
they are members of an audience.

2> Explain that they need to act differently when they're watching a live play
than if they're watching a movie in a theatre  Live actors can hear the
audience's laughter and applause as well as their talking to their neighbor or
rustling papers.  And their responses-- appropriate or not-- really do affect
the actors' performance.  The end line is:  How would they want to be
treated if THEY were up on the stage.

3> Audience Participation.  Normally, audience members should never talk
during the play--and especially not talk directly to the actors (it distracts
other audience member and may even make the actors forget their lines). 
But the plays by KMR Scripts are unique in that we offer the audience
special opportunities to participate in the production.  They will probably
not be asked to come on stage, but there are various times throughout the
production where the actors will ask them questions or ask them to use their
imaginations and pretend they are animals, trees, or people.  At those times
we encourage the audience to participate and/or answer them
wholeheartedly (but not in an overly loud yell).  Over the years, this has
become one of the hallmarks of KMR Scripts productions.



Arts & Crafts

1. A TEA PARTY.  Help the students plan and execute a Tea Party.  Let them make all the
decisions– what decorations to use, what food and drinks to serve, what entertainment they
will have (taped music or perhaps some of the students want to put on a skit or sing some
songs).  Perhaps they can even invite another class.

2. MAKE A PUPPET SHOW.  Have the students cut out two cups from a paper egg carton. 
Place the cups together end-to-end, trim the edges, and use masking tape to fasten them
together.  Paint and let dry.  Add paper scraps, yarn or  colored markers to make the facial
features.  Use a lollipop stick or coffee stirrer for a handle.  Now you can make a puppet
show about Alice in Wonderland!

3. MAKE A MAP.  Have the students draw a map of Wonderland.  Have it include: the rabbit
hole Alice fell down, the White Rabbit’s House, the Queen’s Palace, the Duchess’ House,
the clearing in the forest where the Mad Tea Party takes place.  They may also show rivers,
forests, cities, etc.

4. STORY QUILT.  Tell students they will each get to make a square for the paper patchwork
quilt.  Hang a piece of dark colored butcher paper (3' X 6') on the wall.  Have each student
design a square about a part of the story on a piece of art paper (10" X 10 ").  Cut the edges
of the squares with pinking shears before pasting them onto the quilt.

5. CLASS PLAY.  Using our production as a guide, have the class come up with their own
version of ALICE IN WONDERLAND (or another fairy tale).  Write the script, cast and
rehearse the play and perform it for another class.

6. SNARKS.  Lewis Carroll wrote a poem (“The Hunting of the Snark”) about an imaginary
bird called a “Snark.”  Read the poem (or parts–it’s rather long) to them, then have your class
draw a picture of what they think a snark might look like.

7 DRAW A PICTURE.  Draw a picture of their favorite character or event in the play. 
Display it on the wall or bulletin board.  Or, send it to us with a class letter.  The actors
LOVE to receive mail from their audiences.  PLEASE make sure the teacher's name and
complete address are included in the packet with the student letters.  

[ADDRESS HERE]



Language Arts

BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE:

1> Vocabulary.  Here are some of the words and phrases the children will encounter during
the performance: 

mathematician fascinating curious typical responsible logic
architecture misery adventure echo consider Doorman
cease and desist annoyed respect rude barge in defense
Knave (Jack) oversight evidence obvious small print adjourned
“making personal remarks” “killing some time” a Kangaroo Court
“First the verdict, then the trial” Head Honcho Big Cohuna

2> Read the story to the class. Discuss what the story means--what lessons can be learned from
it.   Share the history of the story with them.  If time is available, read them different versions
of the story.  

3> Compare the version(s) you read with the Disney animated film and/or the more recent live-
action film (starring Martin Short).  Explain why there may be more than one version of a
particular story.  

4> Have your class make up their own version of Alice in Wonderland.  Most likely they will
use parts from the film version, parts from other versions you have read to them.  They may
write it down or you may act as class transcriber.  Illustrations by the class will add a lot to
the final product.

5> Story Circle. Allow the whole class to make up their own version of the story.   Have the
class sit in a circle.  Pick one child to begin the story and go clock-wise around the circle,
allowing everyone a chance to add to the story.  Depending on the class, you may have to
limit each child's contribution to one story event (some children are avid storytellers!).

6> Setting.  Explain that the setting of a story is where it takes place.  How many different
settings do the students remember from the book or movie?  Because of the physical
limitations, a stage version of the story will have fewer settings.  Why is that?  Have the
students guess what settings the stage version will use and which ones would be difficult to
use "in real life."

7> Fictional Characters.  Explain the difference between fictional (Winnie the Pooh, Donald
Duck, etc.) and historical (Davy Crockett, Johnny Appleseed, etc.) characters.  Explain that
Alice, the White Rabbit and the rest are fictional characters.  What would really happen to
someone who fell down a rabbit hole?  The story also mentions a Snark (fictional bird) and
a Dodo (real bird, but now extinct).  Explain how they fit into the scheme of fiction.

8> Word Play.  Alice in Wonderland is full of fun word plays:  Puns, cliches, and homonyms. 
Explain the meanings of pun, cliche, and homonym and help the students recognize these fun
use of word play.  They will encounter many during the course of the play.



After the Performance

1> Write a letter to the actors.  Have the class write to the Company, their favorite actor, or to their
favorite character.  Use the handy scroll page located elsewhere in this guide.  The actors love to
receive mail from the audience.  AND--they will send a reply to your class (not individual students). 
Last season the Company received over 5000 letters and drawings.   PLEASE make sure the
teacher's name and complete address are included in the packet with the student letters.   You’ll
find our complete address (and email) in the Arts & Crafts section of the study guide.         

2> Discuss the version of the story.  Have the class discuss how the version they saw on stage was
different from the film or from other versions you have read.  Why was it different?  Was the
message of the play different from the message of the story or film?   This may lead to the
exploration of "stage conventions"--why some things have to be adapted differently to be performed
on a stage.

3> Have the students write a review of the play.  What were their favorite parts?  Their least favorite? 
Did anything happen that they didn't understand or seemed confusing?  Did they like the music or
did it "get in the way of the story?"  What did they think of the costumes and scenery?  Help them
understand that their opinions are most certainly valid but will most likely differ from that of others
(and that is OK).  Being able to objectively discuss their opinions and others' is definitely a skill that
will benefit them the rest of their lives.

4> Possible themes for papers or oral reports:

< What was your favorite character in the story?  Why?
< If you were Alice, would you have followed the White Rabbit down the hole?
< If you could live during another time in history, which would it be?  Why?
< What would you do if your dog or cat suddenly turned into a person?
< What would you do if you woke up tomorrow and you were in a strange land?
< How might Alice’s fate be different had she not been so level headed?
< What was so special about the White Rabbit that Alice followed him down the hole?
< Which version did you like better— the stage or film version?  Explain why.
< What role do fairy tales play in the education of today’s students?
< Are children today more apt to be accountable for their actions or have a “victim mentality?”
< What is the relationship between “daydreams” and “imagination?”
< Who has the greater influence on the social development of a child?  Parents?  School?  Peers? 

Society?
< Alice was bored by the book her sister was reading.  She said it was because there were no pictures. 

Why do you think children’s books have illustrations?  Why don’t books for adults have pictures?.

5> DRUG ABUSE.  Some people say Lewis Carroll was under the influence of hallucinogenic drugs
when he wrote the Alice stories.  Do you think anyone could write the quality of story Carroll did
if they were high on drugs?  Discuss what drug abuse does to your imagination, your professional
drive, and your communication skills.  Is it possible that the people making such a claim are jealous
that they don’t have the wonderful imagination that Carroll had, so they dismiss his as something
else?

6> IMAGINATION.  Lewis Carroll must have had an unbelievable imagination to invent the stories
about Alice.  Why are our imaginations important?  How do we use our imaginations in every-day
life?  What kinds of jobs or activities depend heavily on our imaginations?  What kinds of jobs seem
to not require much imagination?  Do you know anyone who seems to have lost their imaginations?



Social Studies/Geography

A. Alice in Wonderland is a British story.  Help the students find Great Brittan on the globe or
map.  Have them locate its capital, London.  What other countries are on its borders?

B. Have the students identify the flag of Great Brittan.  How does it differ from that of the U.S.? 
What other countries have similar flags?

C. Using the map they made of Wonderland in the Arts & Craft section of this Study Guide,
have the students mark the compass points on one of the upper corners.  Have them answer
the following questions based on their own particular map (or, you may certainly make a
large map for the class to follow along), using North, South, East, or West:

< The ocean is _____________ of the palace.

< Alice traveled ____________ to first come across the Caterpillar.

< White Rabbit’s house is _____________ of the palace.

< The Mad Hatter lives ____________ of the palace.

< The Dormouse lives _________ __ of the rabbit hole.

D. ROYALTY.  The characters in Wonderland live under a Monarchy (the Queen) as do the 
real-life citizens of Great Brittan.  How does a monarchy differ from a democracy or republic
such as the US?  Which is better?  What are the advantages of both?  What are the
disadvantages?

E. SAFE SURFING ON THE INTERNET.  
1. Encourage your young students to use the Internet as a great place for learning.
2. Make Internet surfing a family affair.  Parents should know where children are on the

Internet.  Children should know and abide by the rules set down by parents as to what areas
are appropriate.

3. Chatting is fun, make sure it is SAFE.  Use the same rules for Internet chat that you use for
talking to strangers on the sidewalk.   Be friendly but cautious.  Guard your anonymity.

4. Don’t be afraid to use software that blocks objectionable material and sites on the Net.  Use
it.  One wrong turn or misspelled search word can end a child in an inappropriate area.

5. Teach your kids “netiquette”: the proper language and decorum of the Internet community.
6. Teach them to come to you with any questions or problems they encounter on the Internet. 
7. Parents should screen all email written and/or received by their children.  


